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One Answer: His Name Is Jesus by Emily Moore

John 3 gives the story of Nicodemus, a Pharisee, a deeply respected and
highly educated ruler of the Jews. Nicodemus had heard the rumors of Jesus,
and he had questions concerning this rural prophet. He knew he needed to
speak with Jesus directly to get the answers he desired, however, having a
meeting with Jesus would be discouraged by the other Pharisees. He found
himself in a conundrum. | imagine he had several sleepless nights before he
came up with his midnight plan. Off Nicodemus went, under the cloak of
darkness to meet with Jesus. Nicodemus, a teacher, brought his questions to
Jesus, the rabbi. Jesus received him gladly and explained to Nicodemus the
need to be born a second time — born of the Spirit. Nicodemus first thought
he meant a literal second birth and was obviously confused. He left the
conversation and from all accounts did not fully believe Jesus’ words, and yet at
some point Nicodemus seemed to be persuaded. Three years later, at the time
of the crucifixion, Nicodemus entered the story again. He assisted Joseph of
Arimathea, wrapping Jesus' body for burial and placing his body in the tomb.
Nicodemus, a religious leader, touched a dead body, just before Sabbath!
Nicodemus, respected, educated, with his questions, came first by night and
then received Jesus’ words, “You must be born again.”

The very next chapter is the story of the woman at the well. It is fascinating
to compare and contrast these two stories! John purposefully presents the
two stories side-by-side. The woman is given no name. She was a Samaritan,
disliked by the Jews, uneducated. She was not looking for Jesus, only looking
for water. She came to the well at noon, choosing a time when the other ladies
have already had social hour and gone back in their homes. She wanted to
be alone. Jesus initiated the conversation with her as he sat resting by the
well. Like Nicodemus, she had questions for Jesus, “Why are you speaking to
me, a Samaritan?” Jesus explained that if she only knew the gift and the One
who was asking, she would ask Him for living water. She took him literally at
first (like Nicodemus) and then continued the conversation. Jesus explained
that whoever received living water would never be thirsty again. Greedily, she
responded, “Give it to me!”

Before granting her request, Jesus asked her to go get her husband and she
replied she didn't have a husband. Jesus responded that he knew her story and
knew she had lived with five husbands and was now living with a man who was
not her husband. Before living water is given, Jesus requires transparency with
Himself. She later spoke, “I know the Messiah is coming and when He comes,
He will explain it all.” Jesus responded, “I who speak to you, Am.”

(continued on page 2)

s
Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all

your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.” —Matthew 22:37 niv
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He says, “Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted
among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.” —Psalm 46:10

Be Still and Know
painting by Tracey Barron

One Answer (continued from page 1)

A nameless woman, uneducated, despised by the Jews, a sinner, slipping to the
well at noon to not be seen by others and hearing the words “I am.” The very first
one that Jesus declared His identity to as the Messiah was this woman!

Nicodemus and the woman, seemingly two opposites, yet One Jesus. One man,
One woman. One Jew, One Samaritan. One respected, One despised. Both with
questions. Both needing to be born again. Both needing to be born of the Spirit of
God. Both needing the Messiah. Both loved by the Messiah.

Friends, you may relate more to one or the other, but no matter where you find
yourself the answer is the same. Jesus. Jesus is the answer for all of us. We must
be born again of the Spirit. We must receive the living water. The same Grace that
received Nicodemus is the Grace that pursued the woman at the well. The same
Grace pursues you and me. “Grace, grace, God'’s grace, grace that will pardon and
cleanse within; Grace, grace, God’s grace, grace that is greater than all our sin.”
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“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me
will by no means cast out.” —John 6:37

| Am With You in the Fire

She prayed for a way to comfort her friend who needed encouragement ... and then
it seemed Jesus was there. The candle she had lit spoke without a sound,
“Tell her my child, | am with you in the fire.”

The flame had changed the wick into a story she will never forget. It looked as though

Jesus stood tenderly holding one weary and worn. He was looking with love while the flame
surrounded Him and the one in His strong arms.
His actions spoke comfort: “l am with you in the fire.”
She knew it was true for she had been held by His Love in her life’s fires, too.

To anyone weary, longing for comforting love in the heat of life, come to Jesus and hear Him say,
"Do not fear*... | am with you always.** | am with you even in the fire.

| am with you in the fire!”

*|saiah 41:10 Written by a Titus Woman
**Matthew 20:28 copyright 2026 Across the Ages
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