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We tell you the good news:
What God promised our ancestors.

—Acts 13:32 N1V
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WEEK SEVEN
THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

MEMORY VERSE:

We tell you the good news:
What God promised our ancestors.
—Acts 13:32 NIV

Day 1

Read Acts 15:36-40.

Our homework begins this week with a disagreement — a disagreement that changes the
nature of the missionary venture. Luke does not try to simplify the reality of following Jesus
and living in this new way. He is honest and straightforward. What happens between Paul and
Barnabas?

What are the effects for the church?

How do we handle genuine disagreements involved in following Jesus? What happens when
we see the situation differently based on our own personalities and backgrounds? How do you
think the Spirit leads here?
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PauL AND Sitas BEGIN THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY

This is one of the most exciting sections. All the places Paul visits, he will later write letters to
them — discipling them from a distance. Many of the letters, he will write while he is in prison.
The Philippian letter, the Ephesian letter, the letters to the church in Corinth, the letters to the
Thessalonians, the letters to Timothy — all of these relationships are established on this first
missionary journey when groups of new believers spring up in all these locations.

After you study each chapter this week, you may want to go back and read the epistle that Paul
writes to the church of that location. (Of course the Corinthian letters are long, but as we study
in chapter 18 — there are reasons that he has so much to say to that group of believers with
whom he lived for so long.)
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Read Acts 16.

%We must look at the leading of the Holy Spirit in verses 6-10. Explain how the Spirit
changes Paul’s direction? Reflect on why you think this change occurs. Look at the map and
see where God re-directs Paul and Silas.

W Luke begins to paint some of the most memorable scenes from the book of Acts,
and wé& meet some very interesting characters in this chapter as Paul and Silas begin the
Second Missionary Journey. Let's reflect on each of them.
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1. Timothy —
Explain a little about who Timothy is. Read 1 Timothy 1 and 2 Timothy 1 for more
background. What is his relationship with Paul and with the body of Christ?

2. Lydia -
Who is this woman who plays such an important role in the second missionary journey?
The Titus Prayer Team is named for Lydia. Why do you think this is so? What about her
made her so significant?

3. The Philippian Jailer —
| love the story of the Philippian jailer. Read the story of Paul and Silas’ imprisonment
and tell how salvation comes to this man’s home.

This chapter closes with Paul’s insistence on the rights due to him as a Roman citizen. In these
two chapters, we are seeing some of the determined nature of Paul coming to play in how

he engages with the body of Christ and with the authorities. We are learning to be women

of truth and women who are able to speak up for what is right. What can we learn from Paul’s
experiences with John Mark and with the Philippian authorities?

Day 2

Read Acts 17 — In Thessalonica, Berea and Athens.

Find these places on the map. In the next four chapters, we are going to see the political and
the theological differences between Christianity, Judaism, and Roman religion come into play.
This is not just a salvation story; the power focus of the world is from a group of believers in
Jesus. New ideas are shaking locations — Jewish and Greek — all throughout the Roman
empire.

How does Paul begin to share Jesus with the Thessalonians? What is the response of the Jews
and of the Greeks?
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What accusations are leveled at Paul and Silas? How are believers in Jesus described?

How do you think Paul and Silas and Timothy and early believers were “turning the world
upside down?” How could this small, politically insignificant group be causing such shock
waves all over the Roman world?

The believers in Jesus declared that Jesus was the true ruler of the world, and He had come
and He is ruling! This shook both the Roman authorities who claimed complete control and the
Jewish authorities who declared that the Messiah had not yet come. As N.T. Wright says, “This
is the early Christian claim: Jesus is King and Saviour, and at his name every knee shall bow.
Any loyal Caesar-supporter was bound to see that as a challenge and a threat.”

So, Paul and Silas head to southern Greece. What happens in Berea? How do the Jews
respond to the Good News of Jesus?

In Berea, Paul and his team are not safe. Who comes after them? What do the believers do?

Acts 17:16-34 is one of the most interesting passages in the book of Acts. In this story, Luke
portrays Paul at Mars Hill in Athens declaring the good news of Jesus and attempting to
speak the good news in a way that the pagan
mind could understand. Paul is taken to

the aeropagus which is the highest court in
Athens; it still sits southwest of the acropolis
(temple to goddess Athena). The philosophers
of that day would gather in this space to try
the most important legal cases of the day.
This is where Socrates was accused and
condemned in 399BC. Paul does not go here
to simply explain the Christian faith; he is
under legal suspicion, and he goes to defend
his case.

Describe the details of Paul’s explanation of the good news. His approach here is different than
when he speaks to Jewish audiences. What is he trying to communicate?

80



Paul is confronting the local culture and declaring that the true God does not live in any of the
beautiful handmade temples that one can see throughout Athens.

N.T. Wright states in “The Challenge of Acts” that Paul is making four important points in this
sermon he gives to the leaders of Athens. Read the sermon in Acts 17:22-31 and look for these
four points.

What is the response to his message?

Dar 3

Read Acts 18 — In Corinth.

In this chapter, Paul meets some of his closest friends, Priscilla and Aquila. Describe what we
know of this couple from chapter 18.

What happens in Corinth? This city is important because Paul spends a long time here (a year
and a half), and then writes at least three letters to the church in Corinth. What do you notice
about his time in Corinth?
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Where does he start sharing the good news of Jesus?

Like in every city on this second missionary journey, Paul gets into trouble. What causes the
trouble this time?

What does the Lord Jesus say to Paul when He appears to him in a dream?

After Corinth, where does Paul go? Who travels with him and what is their role?

More and more people are joining Paul and the team. Who is Apollos and what is his role?

Day 4
Read Acts 19 — In Ephesus.

When Paul visits Ephesus, he finds some disciples of Jesus. How does he start ministering to
them? What question does he ask?

What happens next to the Ephesian believers?

How long did Paul stay in Ephesus training the church and preaching?

Explain the situation with the sons of Sceva. This is the fourth example of evil spirits in the book
of Acts. Why do you think this is emphasized all throughout the book?
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One of the key marks of the early church was the church’s prayer for deliverance from evil spirits
and demons. This was a regular practice, and it was one of the main ways unbelievers came to
faith. When they saw the freedom and transformation in a life that had been in bondage to evil,
they were captivated by the Good News of Jesus. In our own culture, we can be women who
are unafraid and boldly declare the name of Jesus and the freedom of Jesus, no matter where
we are. The demons have to submit to the name of Jesus and so we have a freedom to allow
the Holy Spirit to fight those battles in dark places in our culture. We do not have to be afraid
but confident in the power of God to triumph over evil.

What happens in verses 23-40? The disciples are again in trouble. What are the charges? And
how does Paul respond?

The gospel began to affect the financial stability of a town built around a goddess and her
temple. When the gospel interferes with economic prosperity, there will be persecution. The
gospel of Jesus always brings societal upheaval and is never easily assimilated into a pagan
culture. Let's ask the Lord Jesus to help us be prepared for this and bold in our defense of our

faith.

Dar 5

Read Acts 20 — In Macedonia and Greece.

As Paul prepares to leave Ephesus, what happens? He becomes aware that this is the last time
he will visit this place, and so he goes back to visit all the previous locations. Who travels with
him?

All of a sudden, the story is told in the first person, so we know that Luke accompanies Paul
and his team on this part of the journey. Why does that detail make this story even more
compelling? What should we be on the watch for as the final few chapters unfold?

Eutychus was one of my favorite characters as a child. | think it was because | sat through so
many long sermons, and | could emphasize with his weariness. Why is this little story included?
What do you think Paul is trying to communicate?
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After this, Paul gives his final address to the church at Ephesus. It is heartfelt and final. What
impresses you about this charge from the father and mentor of this group of believers? The

tenderness and grief and love that is shared is a mark of believers — Gentile and Jewish
coming together.

If you have time, read the book of Ephesians with these chapters in mind. Make note of
anything that stands out to you.
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