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But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes

on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the

earth. —Acts 1:8 NIV
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WEEK Two
THE NamME aND WITNESS
OF JESUS

MEMORY VERSE:

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

—Acts 1:8 NIV

DAY 1 — THE BIRTH OF THE Boby OF CHRIST

Throughout Acts, we will see many events and confrontations take place in the temple, and this
is important. The dwelling place of God is moving from a building to the human hearts of those
who believe in Jesus. This causes conflict with those who do not believe Jesus is Lord and with
those who are fighting for political control. It is significant that the first encounter (after Peter’s
sermon) between the disciples and the religious leaders happens on the steps of the temple.
First of all, let’s get a little background.

Read Acts 3:1-11

According to chapter 2, Peter and John were going to the temple at the times of regular
prayer. However, they were new men transformed by the Spirit of Jesus. It was at the temple,
that suddenly they received an opportunity to share the name and power of Jesus with a lame
man and consequently with all the Jewish leaders.

This is one of the most joyous passages in scripture as Peter and John make their way to the
temple for regular prayer. On the way, they happen to see a lame man who sat by the temple
begging, and the disciples stop and speak to him. Remember the song we used to sing with
our kids... “Peter and John went to pray...they met a lame man on the way...he stuck out his
palm and asked for an alm...and this is what Peter did say, ‘silver and gold have | none, but
such as | have give | thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Rise Up and Walk!"”

What is significant about the brief conversation between Peter and the lame man? What do
you notice about the details given here?
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Peter gives the man what he has which is simply, “the name of Jesus.” This name of Jesus is
going to come up throughout the book of Acts.

Go back and read John 16:19-24.
Jesus had told the disciples that their grief would be turned to joy and that they would be able

to ask the Father “in Jesus’ name” and it would be given. This is the first example we have in
Acts.

What is the man’s response to the healing? Everyone at the temple is aware that this man has
been healed. Why does this matter? A bold and loud witness is being given to the religious
leaders and also to those attending the temple service.

Jesus is the one orchestrating these circumstances, and it is His Spirit who is empowering Peter
and John to give a powerful and bold witness. How does this apply to our own witness? How is
this different than Peter and John before Pentecost?

Go back and read John 18 and Peter’s denial of Jesus.

What causes the change in Peter and John?

DAy 2 — THE FULFILLMENT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PROMISE
Read Acts 3:12-26 and then go back and read Peter’s first sermon in Acts 2:21-40.

Both sermons have the same basic format. A description of who Jesus is — His suffering — the
guilt of those listening — a call to repentance and salvation.

Write down every word that Peter says about Jesus (including the new titles he gives Him).
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What does Peter say about faith in “His name”?

What does Peter urge his listeners to do based on who Jesus is?

What are the blessings for those who repent and believe in Jesus?

Not only is Peter trying to call people to repentance, he is putting Jesus’ story within the
larger story of God’s redemption of Israel. He is wanting the Israelites to know that Jesus is the
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies and promises.

DAy 3 — “THEY RECOGNIZED THAT THEY HAD BEEN WITH JESUS."”
Read Acts 4:1-22.

This chapter records the conundrum of the religious leaders as they encounter two transformed
fishermen from Galilee and the lame man who has been healed.

First of all, to whom are Peter and John being called to address?

Annas and Caiaphas (and their kindred) were those to whom Peter and John had to report.

Go back and read Luke 3:2 and John 18:13-28.

Annas and Caiaphas are at the beginning of the story with John the Baptist; they orchestrate
the crucifixion and now Peter and John appear before them. The two high priests who
orchestrate the death of Jesus find themselves overwhelmed by these two disciples of Jesus

and the works they are doing in Jesus’ name.

Write out in detail Peter's response to the men who killed Jesus. Each word is significant.
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Read John 14:9-14.

Write down the significant promises Jesus gives His disciples. How does this passage come to
life in light of this encounter between Peter and John and Caiaphas and Annas?

Annas and Caiaphas saw in Peter and John transformed men. They knew who Peter and John
had been and now they saw men full of a power to declare the name of Jesus. The man who
denied Jesus in John 18 now stands before those who sent Jesus to death, without fear. Annas
and Caiaphas do not know what to do. As you begin to reflect on the coming of the Spirit in
the lives of the disciples, what do you think the role of the Holy Spirit is in the lives of believers
in Jesus?

Is it beginning to make sense why Jesus instructed the disciples to “Wait, for the promise of
the Father?”

Day 4 — Jesus REIGNS!

Read Acts 4:23-31 and Psalm 2.

N.T. Wright in his book, The Challenge of Acts, calls this one of the classic Christian prayers.
As the apostles gather and begin to pray, they lift their prayer to God the Creator, and
then they begin to recite Psalm 2. Psalm 2 is a Messianic psalm which is one of the most-
quoted psalms in the New Testament. (Remember Stan Key’s message at the retreat in
September. Here is the link if you would like to go back and listen to him explain this
psalm. tituswomen.org/podcast and scroll down to Jesus is Lord! — Stan Key)

Read Psalm 2.

Do your own research and study of Psalm 2 in light of Jesus as the Messiah. Describe in detalil
the scene that the psalmist portrays.
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Psalm 2 describes God considering His creation in light of the reign and rule of His Son the
Messiah. It is an early source for Christology. Why do you think this Psalm played such a crucial
role in understanding Jesus as the Messiah?

At the end of Psalm 2, God laughs at His enemies as He establishes the reign of His Son.

Psalm 2:10-12 — Now, therefore, O Kings be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.
Serve the Lord with fear and celebrate his rule with trembling. Kiss the Son or he will
be angry and your way will lead to destruction, for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
Blessed are those who take refuge in Him.

Acts 4 ends its prayer with a similar call.

Acts 4:29-30 nkJv — So, now Master, look on their threats and grant that we, your servants,
may speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand for healing, so
that signs and wonders may come about through the name of your holy child Jesus.

Acts 4:31 NIV — After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

What happens after this prayer? This prayer is an active mutual conversation between the God
of the universe and a band of those who have been filled with the Spirit of Jesus Himself.

N.T. Wright goes on to say,

If you don’t already know this prayer (Acts 4:23-31), get to know it. If you're engaged in
any work for God’s kingdom, any ministry of evangelism, teaching or pastoral wisdom,
you're going to need it. Get to know Psalm 2, standing behind this prayer as it stands
behind a good deal of Scripture, and learn how to enter into its spirit and apply it to new
situations. Many times in ministry you will be preparing a sermon or talk, or engaging

in one of a thousand important tasks, and something gets in the way.... In all genuine
kingdom work, there will be moments when you find yourself confronted with one kind
of challenge or another. At that point, | strongly recommend that you go back to Psalm 2
and Acts 4 and cling on for dear life to that great conclusion:

So, now Master, look on their threats and grant that we, your servants, may speak your
word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand for healing, so that signs and

wonders may come about through the name of your holy child Jesus.

N.T. Wright, The Challenge of Acts. Zondervan Academic, 2024. pp 32-33.
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DAY 5 — THE WITNESS TO JERUSALEM IS GIVEN

Remember one of the themes in Luke is response to God's initiative. How does a group of
people respond to one another when God’s Spirit is poured out upon them?

Read Acts 2:42-47.

What happens after Peter’s sermon in chapter 2? What are the marks of the Spirit of God on a
group of people?

When the Spirit of Jesus is given to a corporate group of people, what is the result? What were
the specific actions of those who had faith in Jesus?

Read Acts 4:32-37.

Again we have a picture of what happens when the Spirit comes upon a group of people. What
are the significant details given here?

What is important about the corporate nature of this turning to the Lord? Is this part of the
witness being given to Jerusalem? Instead of infighting and power plays, the new Christians are
living in unity, generosity and love. Explain.

When the Spirit comes, He changes how we relate to one another. Is this another mark of the
Spirit of God in a person’s life? Think how this might apply in your own life and family.
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We want to end our homework this week by a focus on the witness of Jesus beginning to go
out to all of Jerusalem. The Spirit of Jesus is witnessing to Jesus through the apostles. This will
be a major theme all throughout the book of Acts.

Acts 1:8 declares, “But you shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you,
and you shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Samaria
and to the uttermost part of the earth.”

In Acts 3 and 4 - the witness to Jesus has begun to go out to Jerusalem. Look up these
passages on witness in the early part of Acts. In each passage, what is the witness to be? How
does this apply to us? Write out any details as Jesus leads you — you may have to read verses
before and after to get the context for each of these passages. We will continue to add to this
list as we go through the book of Acts.

ACTS 1:22

AcTs 2:32

AcCTS 3:15
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ACTS 4:33

ACTS 5:32

1 PETER 5:1

2 PETER 1:16
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