Titus Women’s Discipleship Summit
30 Days of Devotions 
“Abide in Me and I in You ... the Key John 15:4.”
Day 9
[bookmark: _Hlk34531206]“‘Now summon all Israel to join me at Mount Carmel, along with the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who are supported by Jezebel.’  20So Ahab summoned all the people of Israel and the prophets to Mount Carmel. 21 Then Elijah stood in front of them and said, ‘How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!’ But the people were completely silent.” 1 Kings 18:19-21 (NLT)

[bookmark: _Hlk34530551]Elijah instructs King Ahab to summon all of Israel and the prophets of Baal and Asherah to Mount Carmel. Imagine if you will, that you are looking onto a battlefield. The lines are drawn, Elijah stands alone on one side, on the other side, the enemy. The intensity is building, three years of suffering without rain, and standing before this crowd is the man that started it all.  In the heat of the moment, Elijah decided to ask a question. Perhaps it had been burning within him since he found himself at Kerith Brook. Elijah asked, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two opinions?” “If the Lord is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” I believe this same question that Elijah asked is very pertinent for us today. 
In Matthew 6:24 Jesus said, “‘No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.’” How slick it would be for Satan to tell us, “Idols were only in the Bible, we don’t have idols today, and listen you don’t have to worry about what Jesus said, He wasn’t talking to you.” 
Yes, Jesus is talking to you and me, and yes, we can have idols in our life. If you have thought you are too weak to live this Christian life, you are right, I know I am. However, in Matthew 11:28-30  Jesus invites us to Himself, “‘Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.’” Jesus doesn’t leave us there, He gave us the key, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”
“If the Lord is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!”
I recently heard this song called “Clear the Stage,” it has a powerful message that I believe goes along with Elijah’s question, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two opinions?”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6smGew7dGto
Prayer
Father, as David prayed in Psalm 139:23-24, Search me and know my heart, test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends You, and lead me along the path of everlasting life. I too Father pray that prayer. Reveal to me anything in my life that You consider an idol and make me acutely aware of it, so I can repent. 
Lord, teach me Your ways and show me Your will. I am praying for a singleness of heart, to You I surrender all of me. 
I pray for the Discipleship Summit, I lift before You the sound equipment and the people responsible for it’s running. I pray in Your name Jesus that every word spoken will be crystal clear, both to our ears and to our hearts. 
In Your Name Jesus
Amen 
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