WEEK # 4

A WORLD-CHANGING

ENCOUNTER :}%:

WITH JESUS

\

Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name

—

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise
is for you and your children and for all who are far
off — for all whom the Lord our God will call.
—Acts 2:39 NIV
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WEEK FOur
A WOoRLD-CHANGING
ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS

MEMORY VERSE:

Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
x receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you

and your children and for all who are far off — for all

% whom the Lord our God will call.
s — —Acts 2:39 NIV

Welcome to week four of our Bible Study on Acts.

We are going to slow down a bit on the homework, so we do not get too far ahead of where
we are on Tuesday night. That means that we can take some time this week to do a little
deeper dive into the life and background of Paul. Paul will be the main human character in
chapters 13-28 so this homework will help set the stage for that transition.

The second half of chapter 9 — chapter 12 will be pivotal to understanding how the Spirit works
in leaders, on mission, and with the body of Christ — so next week our homework will be full of
those three incredibly important chapters!

Each section of this story is filled with stories of the dynamic and powerful Spirit of Jesus
moving in His world. We believe that Jesus wants to do this again in 2025 and in the years to
come.

Day 1

Read Acts 8:1-3.

Chapter 8 introduces Paul as one who is at the stoning of Stephen, approving of what the
members of the Sanhedrin do to Stephen. After this action, the persecution of the church
begins, and the hesitancy of Annas and Caiaphas falls away as they aggressively go after
Christians. All Christians except the apostles are scattered throughout Judea and Samaria (see
map below).
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Why do you think persecution began on the same day as the stoning of Stephen? Up to this
point, believers in Jesus had favor with the people, and now the people turn against them and
the leaders begin to go after them.

How does Luke describe the men who buried Stephen?

How does this contrast with Luke’s description of Saul?

What does this story tell you about “the crowd” and “the leaders” when confronted with the
powerful witness of Jesus through the death of Stephen?
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How does this apply to us in our day? How do we keep from being just a person following a
crowd? Or just a leader protecting his or her territory?

How did the believers in Jesus handle this growing persecution? Read Acts 8:4. This was not
the apostles; it was others who had come to believe in Jesus.

It is interesting that Luke includes this little story about Saul’s deep hostility to the gospel of
Jesus. Remember, Luke has traveled with Paul and knows the transformation that takes place
in him. Why do you think he brackets the story of Saul with Philip in Samaria and Philip on the
road to Gaza?

Day 2

Before we read Acts 9, let’s spend some time in prayer.

Go back to the map on Day 1 and put a dot by all the places that are spoken of in chapter 8
and chapter 9. It helps to see Acts 1:8 being fulfilled in these chapters.

As you put your dots on the map, pray for each location — today all of them are under extreme
stress and pressure because of the war and its regional effects. Below are two maps that
include Gaza, Egypt and Ethiopia. The road from Jerusalem to Gaza leads to the Rafah crossing
into Egypt. Part of Bible study is learning to stop and pray as we discover more about God's
heart for His world. Karl Barth said, we should “preach with the Bible in one hand and the
newspaper in the other.” And | believe we should pray with our Bible open and our newspaper
(or news app) open as well.
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As you read the story of Saul's encounter with Jesus in verses 1-9, list five things that impress
you the most about his story.

1.

This encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus is a revolutionary encounter which affected
the rest of the world and the spread of the Gospel. Read Galatians 1:11-17 and record five
things that impress you about Paul’s witness to this encounter.

1.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11.

Write five observations about Paul’s witness in this letter. How does Paul summarize the gospel?
His encounter with Jesus? His place among the apostles?
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Day 3

Yesterday we looked at passages that are Paul’s later witness to this encounter with Jesus. Let's
look at it closely together.

Read Acts 9:1-9.

What action does Saul take in verses 1-2? What detail is given in these two verses?

Who is the High Priest at this time (remember from chapter 4)? What do you think the High
Priest is thinking as Saul volunteers to root out this Jesus mob?

He encounters the high priest, Caiaphas, in verse 2, and he encounters the HIGH PRIEST,
JESUS, in verse 3. Remember our discussions of Psalm 110. Jesus is King, Jesus is Creator,
Jesus is High Priest, Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Son of Man! What happened at this encounter?
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Look at the map for the road to Damascus. He was traveling north towards Syria, and in this
very real physical location, he encountered the real and risen Lord Jesus. N.T. Wright explains it
this way, the apostles and early church “believed that heaven and earth were meant to overlap,
and that heaven itself now contained, and sometimes displayed, the now reigning Jesus” (The
Challenge of Acts, p 53). Where else has the reigning Lord Jesus already made Himself known
in Acts 1-9?

Saul and Jesus have a conversation.

Why does Jesus call his name twice?

Why do you think Saul responds with a question?

What does Jesus say next?

Who is Saul persecuting? How is Jesus identifying with the body of Christ?

What instructions does Jesus give to Saul?

Read verses 7-9 and then read Daniel 10:4-17.

The stories of Saul and Daniel have similarities, the Son of Man appears to both of them with a
mission and a message. What happens to the people who are with Daniel (Daniel 10:7-9) and
Acts 9:7-9.

Do you think that it is significant that Saul was blind after the encounter? What do you think
God was trying to say to Saul through the blindness? What do you think those three days were
like as he waited in Damascus?
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Day 4

Read Acts 9:10-18.

Jesus has another encounter with a man named Ananias. Explain the conversation between
Jesus and Ananias. | have listed six things that impress me about this conversation. Answer the
questions by each one.

1. Jesus calls him by name.
Why?

2. Jesus gives very speciﬂc instructions.

What does that say for our obedience?

3. Jesus has already told Saul that Ananias is coming.

What did Jesus know about Ananias?

4. Ananias is free to ask his questions.

What does Ananias know about Jesus?

5. Jesus repeats His instructions with some urgency.

Who is Lord of the conversation and how do you know?

6. Jesus explains Paul's mission and the price he will pay.
Who is privy to the plans of Jesus’ heart? Why this privilege?

There is almost as much attention given to Ananias’ story of listening, prayer and obedience as
there is for Saul’s conversion. What lessons can we learn from Ananias? We only hear of him at

one point in the larger story, but his obedience made a way for God’s good news to reach the

Gentiles. Why is faithful listening and obedience so important?
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Apply it to your own life. Is Jesus trying to get your attention? Are you listening? Are you
obeying?

Read 9:17-18.

This is an encounter between Saul and Ananias. Write out five things that impress you about
this moment?

Day 5

Read 9:18-31.

Saul is a transformed man. What happens in verses 19-22? What surprises you about Saul’s
reaction to meeting Jesus?

Saul will not be silent. Where does he begin to declare that Jesus is the Son of God? What is
he proving by his words?
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How do the Jews respond in verses 23-257

Read 2 Corinthians 11:16-32.
Paul is writing about the price he has paid for the gospel, attempting to show that he has
authority to speak of Jesus because of the price he has paid. How did this event fulfill Jesus’

words to Ananias in 9:16? Although Paul treats this incident as the climax of humiliation for the
gospel, it actually occurred at the very beginning of his witness.

Read verses 26-30.

What happens when Saul comes to Jerusalem? How do the apostles and believers there treat
him?

Who comes alongside Saul to bring him into the body of Christ?

Where have we already seen Barnabas? What role does he play in this larger story? What
characteristics are shown of a Spirit-filled life?

Read Acts 4:36 again.

Read Acts 9:27.

Barnabas will be mentioned 20 more times in the next six chapters of Acts. Be on the watch,
as you read, for the role he plays in sharing the good news of Jesus. Barnabas sometimes acts
in unexpected ways in the story. If you want to jump ahead, you can look up references to
Barnabas and write out what characteristics of a Spirit-led life he displays.

¢ Acts 11:22,11:25, 11:30

@ Acts 12:25

@ Acts 13:1,2,7
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¢ Acts 13:43,46,50

€ Acts 14:12,14,20

€& Acts 15:12,22,25,35-39

After Barnabas' introduction, what happens to Saul in Jerusalem? With the believers? With the
Hellenistic Jews?

In verse 30, a change occurs — and Saul is sent to Tarsus which is his hometown. The Lord sent
him home, presumably to share Jesus with his family and to learn from Jesus the deeper things
of God. We will talk more about this period in the next few weeks. There is a period of years
between Acts 9:30 and 11:19 when Barnabas goes to Tarsus and brings Saul back into the
story. From that moment, Saul becomes the major player in the rest of the book.

From this week’s Bible study, what character stands out to you the most? Saul? Ananias?
Barnabas?

Allow the Holy Spirit to apply the word of God to your heart and obey whatever He says to
you! Obedience always brings life!
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