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In the last days, God says, “I will pour out my Spirit

on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy,

your young men will see visions, your old men will

dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and

women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and

they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens

above and signs on the earth below...And everyone

who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
—Acts 2:17-21 N1Iv
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WEEK THREE
THE FACE OF JESUS, THE INVITATION
oF Jesus, THE CALL oF JESus

MEMORY VERSE:

ﬂ ’ i]n the last days, God says, “I will pour out my Spirit on all
a people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young
. men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.
- Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour
» out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will
- show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth
. below...And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.” —Acts 2:17-21 NIV

DAY 1 — INTERNAL RESISTANCE

Read Acts 4:32 - 5:11.

In Acts 1-4, Luke presents the thrilling beginning of the new creation and the body of Christ
in the world. Each story is full of the power and greatness of God and the witness given by the
Holy Spirit through the disciples. In Acts 5-8, persecution begins to arise, and the fledgling
church begins to encounter resistance from within and from without. Whenever the Spirit of
God begins to work, there is opposition — we see it in Jesus’ ministry when He began to
proclaim the kingdom of God. We see it here as well with the Spirit’s activity in the world.

The first example of this resistance comes in the abrupt and sobering story of Ananias and
Sapphira. Let's look at it together.

A contrast is being presented between the general activity of the believers and the story of
Ananias and Sapphira. What are the details given about the new body of Christ? How is it
operating under the Spirit's direction?

What are the significant details given about this couple in 5:1-27?

What is at the heart of Ananias and Sapphira’s sin?
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How does Peter respond? To whom does he attribute this temptation?

What questions does Peter ask of Ananias? What did God ask of His people?

What is Ananias’ sin?

What is the judgment on Ananias?

When Sapphira comes in, Peter questions her to know if she was part of the plan to deceive.
When Peter knew she was part of the deception, what does he ask her?

These stories are reminiscent of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10, Achan in Joshua 7 and Uzzah
in 2 Samuel 6, and the emphasis on personal holiness and transparency before God and one
another is given in an absolute way. Why do you think this emphasis on personal holiness
occurs at this point in the story?

What is the temptation when God’s Spirit moves among a group of people? What is God
saying to His people? What is He saying to us?

What is the reaction of God's people and those who hear about these events?
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DAy 2 — ExXTERNAL PERSECUTION BEGINS

Read Acts 5:12-16 — Solomon’s Colonnade.
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The apostles began to gather here — in this long corridor on the side of the temple. Their
boldness to meet in the temple indicates their willingness to be a public witness of Jesus’
fulfillment of His promise — His body and not the physical structure is the temple of the living
God. No longer are the followers of Jesus in the Upper Room with the door closed and locked.
They are claiming their inheritance in the temple of God.

What is the response from the crowds?

What is the response from the high priests and Sadducees? What do they do to silence the
witness?

In verse 19, God Himself sends an angel to release the apostles and instructs them exactly
what to do. Where does the Sanhedrin find them the next morning, and what are they doing?

What is the emotion of the Sadducees as they try to understand what is happening? They bring
the apostles back in to be questioned. What are they afraid of (in verse 28)?
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What is Peter’s brief response? Write out each phrase of the answer given. There are at least
8-10 (depending on your translation and how they are put together) significant statements in
his response that help us understand the heart of the gospel from the earliest days.

1.

10.

Again, how do the Sadducees respond?

We have jealousy, perplexity, frustration, and fury. Before they can put them to death, one

of their respected members stands up to speak. Throughout Acts, you have thoughtful and
curious non-believers waiting to see what will happen with this gospel of Jesus...think of

the Philippian jailer in 16, some of the listeners at the Areopagus in 17, the commander in
Jerusalem in 21, the ship captain in 27. This is a theme throughout the book and is important
for Luke’s understanding that the gospel is for anyone who listens to the Word of God and
observes the work of God in the world.
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Explain Gamaliel’s reasoning and how God uses him at this moment?

What is the Sanhedrin’s response? What are their actions? What is the response of the
apostles?

What is the response of those who hear them teach and proclaim that Jesus is the Messiah?

Day 3: A PrRoBLEM ARISES FROM WITHIN

Read Acts 6:1-8.

In the Jewish world, there were many Hellenistic Jews who had converted to Judaism. Many
had come from other parts of the world because they wanted to be a part of God's people in
Israel. This is the beginning of the spread of the Gospel beyond the Jewish people. As the New
Creation begins to include more people, some conflict begins to surface. The apostles gather
with the other disciples to handle the problem with discernment and follow the Spirit's lead.
They did not know the beautiful and important long-term effects of this first counsel together.

What is the problem?

How do the apostles handle it?

Who chooses the seven men to help with the serving ministry? What are the characteristics of
the men that they want to add to the team?

What is the apostles’ response to these seven men?
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What happens immediately after the team is increased with specific jobs for specific people?

What can we learn from this type of leadership?

»  The Direction of the Spirit

» A Problem Arises

» The Apostles’ Calling is Honored
» Team Members are Added

»  Witness Increases Exponentially

Read 6:8-15: A Problem Arises from Without.

Stephen, one of seven chosen, begins right away to cause some commotion. How is he
described and what happens when he begins to speak and teach of Jesus? Why do you think
Stephen is particularly divisive and a lightning rod for controversy?

They treat Stephen very similarly to Jesus. Read verses 11-14 and describe the accusations
against him.

They bring him before the Sanhedrin just like they brought the apostles. What happens as he is
standing before them?

N.T. Wright states that Stephen argued with Hellenistic Judeans from North Africa and Turkey.
These men would have migrated to Jerusalem to be near the temple. The seven new members
of the team all have Hellenistic names, so they would also have come to be near the Temple
and then they have understood and accepted the message of Jesus. These men have much in
common and now are in dispute about the Messiah, about the law, and about the temple (The
Challenge of Acts, 42-43).

Day 4: THE WITNESS OF JESUS THROUGH STEPHEN

Stephen begins his defense with a face that is shining like an angel 2, and it really is not a
defense — it is an explanation of the good news of Jesus as fulfillment of the Old Testament
promises of God. Remember, God keeps His promises, and Stephen is about to explain how
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that has been and continues to be true. Spend some time with Stephen’s sermon. Focus on
what he says about God's words, God’s actions, God's promises, and God's presence.

Who are the major players he includes in his description of the history of God's people?

How does he describe “our ancestors” response to God’s word from Sinai, from the wilderness,
and from the promised land?

What does he say in verses 48 about the living presence of God and where He dwells?

In verses 51-53, after giving the history of God's faithfulness, he makes an outright charge
against the leaders of the Sanhedrin. Again write out each charge of which he accuses them. |
count nine accusations.

The fury of the Sanhedrin explodes. Explain the scene that takes place in verses 54-60. What
stands out to you? The emotion that has been building for five chapters can no longer be
contained. What happens when the Sanhedrin rushes at him?

What does Stephen see? And how does this relate to the Ascension in chapter 1?
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What does Stephen say? And how do his final words proclaim the “upside down” nature of the
Good News of Jesus the Messiah?

Spend some time praying over these chapters and ask the Holy Spirit to apply them to your
heart. Do any of the accusations of Stephen apply to us? If so, let’s repent and turn to Jesus as
Lord.

Is the witness of our life the same as Jesus’ from the cross? This is the work of the Holy Spirit in
each of our lives.

DaY 5 — THE CHURCH GROWS AND MOVES

Read chapter 8:1-40.

In these chapters we read the story of two of the servers added to the apostolic team.
Stephen’s greatest witness is seeing the Lord Jesus and exegeting His story to the Jewish
leaders. His witness is sealed with his blood. Philip, is an “entrepreneurial evangelist.” And
chapter 8 tells his story. It may be that you feel called to be a server (behind the scenes) but
that Jesus has His hand on you for witness and proclamation as well. We want to be sure we
are willing to do whatever He asks us to do.

In verses 1-3, another man is introduced who will become a major player in the spread of the
Good News of Jesus. Briefly summarize Saul’s part in this story.

Read 8:4-14.

What happens to those who have been scattered by the persecution? Philip is one of those,
where does he go?

Why does it matter that he goes to Samaria? Remember John 4? The gospel of Jesus is
spreading, and Acts 1:8 is being fulfilled as the witness of Jesus is taken to Samaria.
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Who is Simon the Sorcerer? How did he respond to Philip’s message?

What was Philip’s message and what was the response of the Samaritans?

When the apostles hear of Philip’s work in Samaria, what do they do? Why does it matter that
the Spirit of Jesus is also available to the Samaritans?

How did Simon misunderstand the ministry of the Holy Spirit? Why is it significant that he tries
to buy it? Like in chapter 5, money becomes a hindrance to the gospel either by greed or by
manipulation.

Peter responds harshly as he did with Ananias and Sapphira. These two stories bracket chapters
5-8, and both deal with personal holiness and the coming of the Spirit — particularly as His
coming affects our view of finances and wealth.

One of the beautiful things in this story is that the Spirit leads Philip, and then the apostles
follow that lead. What does this say about Christian leadership? Acts is full of these examples
of God leading in unexpected ways. Followers of Jesus must be willing to be led by Him no
matter who goes first. Apply this to your own life and walk with Jesus.

The apostles return to Jerusalem, but not Philip. An angel of the Lord gives him specific
directions on where to go, and he obeys. Sketch out this beautiful story of obedience and
availability which leads to the gospel of Jesus going into Africa.
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Read Isaiah 56:1-8.

Who is in the chariot? Why does it matter that he is a eunuch? An Ethiopian, a man in charge of
the treasury? Write out the promises from Isaiah 567?

What passage is he trying to understand from the Jewish scriptures? Who is the answer to the
promises in Isaiah 56 and who fulfills Isaiah 537?

What does Philip do in response?

What does the Spirit of Jesus do?

What does the eunuch do?

Where in the world is Philip?

The adventure of sharing Jesus has begun to reach the whole world! And the Spirit of Jesus is
perfectly happy to use table-servers to make Jesus known around the world.
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