WEEK # 6

THE GOSPEL
FOR THI
WORLD
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He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must
I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe on the Lord

Jesus and you will be saved, you and your household.”
—Acts 16:30-31 NIV
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WEEK Six — Acts 13 = 15
THE GosPEL FOR THE WORLD

MEMORY VERSE:

He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do
to be saved?” T hey replied, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and
/i you will be saved, you and your household.”

—Acts 16:30-31 NIV

Day 1

Read Acts 11:19-30 and then read Acts 12:25 — Acts 13:12.

Below is a map of Paul and Barnabas' first missionary journey. This journey begins in Antioch.
Locate Antioch on the map.

GALATIA

=

CILICIA

SYRIA

PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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According to Acts 11, what was happening in the church in Antioch?

Barnabas goes to Antioch. What does he see there and how is he described?

What does Barnabas do after this?

What happens in verses 27-30 that is so radical and unique for the ancient world?

In Acts 13, Saul and Barnabas return to Antioch. What happens in the first few verses of that
chapter?

Again we see a picture of how the church makes decisions and moves forward. What are some
practical applications for us and for the churches we attend?

Day 2
Read Acts 13:4-12.

Saul and Barnabas head out on the first official missionary journey!!!! What makes this so
unique? Find Seleucia and Cyprus on the map.

Where do they start proclaiming the good news of Jesus?
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What happens with the Jewish sorcerer Bar-Jesus? Write out the details of this story.

First, it is right here that Saul becomes Paul. Is it significant that it is tucked into this story that
his new name becomes his only name?

How does Paul respond to the evil advisor, Bar-Jesus? What does he say to him? And what
happens to Bar-Jesus? Is this the first time, Paul's words are accompanied by a sign from God
of his authority in the Holy Spirit? Why does this matter?

A new name is given to Saul. What is the significance of this? What about in our own walk with
the Lord? Why is a new beginning important? Is it time for the Lord Jesus to give you a new
name?

Are you believing any lies? Is there any evil counsel that you allow to whisper into your mind?
The Lord Jesus wants to identify those lies and allow the Holy Spirit to set up free from evil
counsel.
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Day 3

Read Acts 13:13-52.
Find Paphos, Perga, Pamphylia and Pisidian Antioch on the map.

What invitation are they given in Acts 13:15 in the synagogue?

In the next 25 verses, Paul gives his first sermon in the book of Acts. Outline his witness to the
Jews in Pisidian Antioch. Do you notice any difference with Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 or 4 or with
Stephen in Acts 77 Are there any similarities?

Look up the Old Testament references that Paul uses in his exhortation. Write out the whole
verse and what strikes you about each one.

€ Psalm 2:7

& lsaiah 55:3

€ Psalm 16:10

€ Habakkuk 1:5
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After Paul's sermon, he and Barnabas are invited back the next Sabbath to speak again. What
happens when they return?

What Old Testament reference does Paul use here? A shift is taking place, what is it?

What was the response of the Jewish community? What about the Gentiles?

What is the disciples response as they left Pisidian Antioch? Why is it surprising? What is it
about the Holy Spirit that enables believers to rejoice in the face of rejection and persevere
regardless of response?

How does that reality apply to our own lives?

L 4 Are we full of rejoicing in our witness of Jesus?

* Are we patiently persevering?

Day 4

Before, we go on to Acts 14 and 15, read Galatians 1-3.

Paul writes Galatians after the first missionary journey, and he is writing to the churches in
Southern Turkey and Asia where he has just been. Paul is writing to address the complications
between Jewish believers and Gentile believers in a Roman world. What you read here will help
you understand what is taking place in Acts 13-14.

This chapter deals with three different places. Locate Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, and Antioch

(in Syria) on the map. Paul and Barnabas are on the return trip to Jerusalem, and these are their
last three stops.
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In verses 1-7, what happens in Iconium? We see continued division between Jews and
Gentiles. What is happening?

Read 14:8-20.

What happens when they flee to Lysra and Derbe?

1. Paul heals a lame man. Explain the healing.

2. What happens when the crowds see the lame man healed?

3. How do Paul and Barnabas respond?

Sketch out Paul’s response phrase by phrase (approximately 8). Each one is significant.




How does the crowd respond?

Read 14:21-28.

They are on route back to Antioch, but they backtrack and visit the believers again in Lystra,
Iconium and Pisidian Antioch. Why do you think they backtrack?

In verses 22-25, there is a beautiful witness about the faithfulness needed for those sharing
Jesus. What encouragement do they give? How does it apply to us?

In verses 26-28, we read of the conclusion of the first missionary journey. Explain the scene
when they return. How does Luke explain this first missionary journey?

Dar 5

Read Acts 15:1-34.

This is a monumental chapter for the work of God in the world. After Acts 10 and the opening
of the door for the Gentiles to receive salvation and Acts 11 where Paul comes alongside
Barnabas and begins to travel to share the good news of Jesus, we have the coming together
of the church to determine God’s will for the new Gentile believers. The Body of Christ is being
built, and the church leaders are gathering together to discern the heart of the Father.

In verses 1-5, explain the situation and why it is so important and pivotal for all that comes next
in God's redemptive story.

What is important for us to consider about how the early church made decisions? As we look
back at chapters 2, 4, 6, and 11 — we see believers and apostles coming together to make
decisions and follow the will of God together? What lessons can we learn?
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Read verses 6-21.

€ Who speaks first?

| love verses 6-11 because it is the last time we hear from Peter in the historical record of Acts.
What is significant about this last witness that he gives? Think back on Peter’s story. What is
God doing with Peter?

€ Who speaks second? What is the nature of the witness given?

€ Who speaks third in the Jerusalem Conference? Why is this significant?

What Old Testament passage is used in verses 16-18 and why is this important?

What suggestion is made for new Gentile believers?

Read Galatians 3-6.

This is Paul’s letter to the Galatians explaining why there was freedom for Gentile believers to
simply respond in faith. This little book is a further development of the Jerusalem Conference
and the relationship between Jews and Gentiles.

Finally, read Acts 15:22-35.

This letter goes to the churches in Southern Turkey and Syria explaining the position of the

Jerusalem Council. How is it delivered to the churches? What is the response? What is the
relationship now between Jews and Gentiles who believe that Jesus is the Christ?
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A change is going to take place at the end of chapter 15, but we are going to save that for
next week and end this week focusing on the revolutionary changes that have occurred in

the Jewish mindset and outreach because of Jesus. The truth is that Jesus always expands

our horizons and forces us to look beyond ourselves. In Jesus, boundaries fall and differences
fade — skin color and ethnicity and social standing and financial status all become irrelevant
in the body of Christ. This was as revolutionary to the first century Christians as it is for anyone
in any age. Christians became known as people who transcended their borders because of the
grace of God, the love of Jesus and indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Is this your reality?

Is this the reality of the church community of which you are a part?

Spend some time in prayer, asking the Lord Jesus to apply these chapters to your own life.
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